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This declaration is made by: Gaylene Carson

Relationship to the parties in this action: I am the half sister of David (Beaton) Spring.
1 am eight vears younger than David is and was born to our mother due to an affair while
she was married to David’s father. Howard Beaton.

I DECLARE that:

The purpose of this Declaration is to inform the court of my concern, and reasons for
my concern regarding physical contact between my % brother, David (Beaton) Spring and
his minor child, Sierra Spring. I am concerned that David has pedophile tendencies and 1s
in desperate need of professional, medical attention.

There are five children in our family: Marie is the eldest, followed by David, Robert
(Bob), and Cheryl.

I have three children, they are: Kimberley 28, Anthony 26 and Billy 9 years of age. 1

have been married for nearly 12 vears now to my husband Jim.
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When I was eight years of age, and David was sixteen years, we lived at a house on 63™

street in Vancouver Washington. Ounc morning. I had gone down to the barn to sce the

rabbits when David approached me and asked me it ] wanted to go up and sce Bob’s tree
fort.

I was never allowed to go up mto Bob’s tree fort because it was “Just for the big kids™,
so [ was excited that 1 was actually being invited to go up in it.

Once David helped me up into the tree fort, all the naked pictures of women plastered to
the walls horrified me. He told me that now that [ had come up into the fort for big kids, 1
had to be a big girl and take off my clothes. [ protested, struggled and cried as he pulled
off my pants and panties and held me down with the weight of his body while he attempted
to penetrate me with his penis. He repeatedly rubbed his penis aggressively between my
legs and against my vaginal opening in an attempt to insert himself.

My sister, Cheryl, was on her way down to the barn to attend to her horse when she
heard the cries from the trce fort and interrupted David’s attack.

When my mother arrtved home that night, my sisters were the first to tell her about the
abusc. She instructed David and me to go to our rooms. When she came into the
bedroom, which I shared with my two sisters, and asked me, what happened, through tears
and sobs | recalled the events to her. Her response was shocking. She repeatedly slapped

me, called me a “little liar” and demanded to know what I did, why would David do such a
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thing, I must have done something to provoke him! She threatened several times that she
was going to take me to the police station for a lie detector test. 1 was horrified, scared and
left abandoned by my mother.

While in the bedroom across the hallway, 1 could hear her yelling at David and
distinetly heard her say, “T ought to just cut it off™!

Nothing more was cver said or done about the abuse. It, just Tike all the other ugly
incidents during mv childhood, that were swept under the rug and never discussed again.
Nevertheless, the pain continued to haunt me. I was always in fear of being alone with
David. If he were the only one home, I would sit outside on the front porch stoop and wait
for someone elsc to arrive before entering the house. I never went to the barn alone again
and shortly after, we moved to another house on 52™ street in Orchards Washington,
where [ met a neighbor girl close to my age and I spent a great deal of time with her and
her family in order to avoid David.

As the years went by, I had very little to do with David and moved away from
Washington State. When [ was 16 years of'age, my mother remarried for the fourth time
since my birth and approved of my leaving home and moving in with a man she had

introduced me to whom was 8 years my senior. Two years later, this man became my

husband and father of my two eldest children. Overall, T can recall six marriages for my

mother.
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Whenever my children would visit with their grandmother or Aunt Cheryl m
Washington, T always instructed them to “stay together if they visited their Uncle David,
always. always, stay togcther™.

During David and Chellee’s relationship, I only had opportunity to visit with them on
five occasions prior to their separation. One ol them was when they came to my home in
Poulsbo Washington for Thanksgiving after their wedding and I vividly recall David
stroking Chellee’s hair, almost like one would pct a dog, while they were sitting next to
one another on the sofa and cooed “isn’t my little girl so pretty”? Immediately my
stomach knotted up. his actions were not the healthy actions of a grown man toward his
new bride.

After David and Chellee separated. my mother pleaded with me to have “play dates” for
Sierra and Billy. And so, due to the strong diclatorship I had been brainwashed into
following my entire life, [ rehictantly succumbed to her demands for the sake of my love
for her, the children and, hopefully, to gain her acceptance and approval after all these
years.

I was always careful to make certain that another adult was present at my home when
David was therc. While they were at my home, it was constant chaos. Running through
the house, knocking furniture over climbing onto furniture, toys strewn from one end to the
other, it became just too much, we had boundaries in our home and David refused to

respect them. Afier just a handful of visits, I moved our visits to a park on Bainbridge
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Istand. Even there, David showed no respect for the other children as he chased through
the play equipment, carrying Sierra and knocking other children over in their attempt to
“cateh” Billy. Billy would cry as “it wasn’t fair” and the visits became rare over the next
few months and then eventually ceased all together.

One such visit, my mother, David and Sierra had to wait for over an hour to get a ferry
across, then it was a thirty-minute crossing, another 20 minutes to the park, they stayed for
only 20 minutes before they had to leave to catch the next ferry for another 30 minute
crossing and a 60 minute or longer drive in order to get Sierra back to her mother at the
prescribed time. The 20 minutes they were there, my mother spent the entire time taking
photos. Before they had even left the Seattle side, I urged them to cancel the date, as it was
an awtul lot of stress for just a 20-minute visit. However, David insisted.

Months later, 1t became apparent why David was so insistent on the meetings,
regardless of the stress involved to get to them: David used the meeting to try and created
an “extended family™ image, which really did not exist. The events of Thanksgiving of
2003 are another example.

My family had been invited by my mother to attend Thanksgiving Dinner at David’s
house in Notth Bend, and I had kept the invitation fluid, as I did not really want to attend,
il I did, 1t would only be for the sake of my mother. My husband had been traveling
extensively that fall, had only spent, collectively, about eight hours with our son, and did

not want to give up his first weekend home in many weeks spending it with someone he
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did not care for, and neither did I. Both David and my mother reacted hysterically,
insisting that we meet them at the ferry landing “just for a 10 minute video”, and if David
does not get one, be wili forever lose Sierra and she will die of and eating disorder. My
mother even asked me 1o send David an e-mail stating that we could not get together
because Jim was very ill! She was asking me to lie! I have attached a copy of the letter I
sent to David and my mother on November 30, 2003 relating to this incident. (Attachment
41).

I wanted and needed to let my mother know that 1 really did not desire a relationship
with David. 1 did not want to bring up the cvents of my childhood again for fear of more
rejection; I simply wanted her to accept my wishes to discontinue all contact with David.
She was still encouraged and invited us to visit with Sierra as that is what she wanted me
to belicve was her motive for having our get togethers. 1 bave attached a letter dated
December 8, 2003, which I wrote to my mother regarding this issue. (Attachment #2).

My mother persisted in demanding reasons for my desire to keep distance from David,
and so, in January of 2004, T began a letter to her, which I spent several days preparing,
and praying while | composed. I sought the counsel of clergy, close friends in my Bible
study groups and my husband and realized, T had to just let the truth be made apparent
again. I did not want it to go any further than that. | had hoped that once she too
remernbered what had happened, perhaps she may show some bit of sympathy or the least

a bit of understanding as to “why” I could not tolerate being around David. My mental
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health depended on it! The letter [ wrote to her is attached as Attachment #3. Her
response is presented as Aftachment #4.

My Husband Jim. son Billy and I enjoyed several visits with Chellee. Sierra and their
extended family on Chellee’s side. The gatherings were warm, inspiring and very inviting.
It was encouraging to see that Sierra really was not being exposed to all the hostility that
my mother was in such fear of. 1 tried to share this with her in hopes of relieving her
distress of believing that Sierra was miserable with Chellec and her family, but to no avail.

By August of 2004, because of my strong Christian views, I felt Jed to reveal the truth
to the authorities in place at that time (i.e.: the GAL for Sierra). Irealized that what
happened to me was God’s truth, not just my truth and that, even though it meant facing
ridieule, verbal persecution and the drudging up of events past and healed, 1 must, for the
sake of an innocent child. reveal the truth. When 1 weighed the details of David’s
relationships. centering on young students, coupled with what had happed to me, it made
me wonder if perhaps he had pedophile tendencies that should be professionally addressed
before any further harm come to other undeserving young girls. This decision was not an
easy one. I really would have much rather stayed out of the entire mess and avoid any
more conflict in my lifec.

David responded with a 12-page response to Mary Erickson, M.A. on September 10,
1994 and filed on September 14, 1994. He made many allegations and attacks on my

character and riddled his response with many lies and blatant fabrications to which I will
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spare addressing cach one: however, I will reference a few: (Attachment #6).
1. 1did not have a “long battle” with mental illness. Here are the facts: after the birth
of my son in January of 1997, T suffered an extreme case of post partum depression to
which I did not recover for several years. 1 had begun to experience pre-menopausal
symptoms about one year prior to my pregnancy whercby my hormone levels were
extremely fluctuating. After the pregnancy, T again suffered very low levels of
estrogen, which was not detected until very much later into my battle with the effects
and depression. During such time, I tried, unknowing. to self- medicate with alcohol, 1
was prescribed several different types ofanti—depressants, we lost our home to a fire,
my daughter married and moved to Arkansas. my older son joined the Air Force and
moved to Texas and the stress was more than I could handlc at that time. After an
attempted suicide in the spring of 2000, I voluntarily went into a thirty-day

rehabilitation treatment center and shortly thereafter, my husband, son and I were

reunited and I have been healed since. I did not abuse drugs ever and my consumption
of alcohol did not begin in an abusive manner until after the birth of my son when 1
was crippled with depression. Even the police involverents occurred during the time
of my illness and were a direct result of my illness, not because 1 was a violent person,
but because when there 1s a domestic disturbance call, someone will be arrested in the
statc of Washington. 1 am not condoning my behavior, simply showing that the events

were isolated and for the most part brief and not long enduring, as David would like the
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courts and other respective individuals to believe. During my rehabilitation and
continued counseling afier my treatment, 1 was able to recognize and address the many
painful and dysfunctional events of my childhood, which were a contributing factor to
my breakdown. This was the only time in my life that 1 had taken any medication for
depression, therefore, all of the allegations David has or will present regarding my
mental capacities being impaired as a result of drugs, alcohol, or medication

during any time other than betwcen 1998 and 2000 are absolutely inaccurate.

2. Inan attempt to distort the truth, once again, and create a fashion he would hke
others to believe, David only quoted a portion of the letter I sent to my sister Marie in
2003. I have included this letter (Attachment #5). The last page clearly outlines that |
acknowledged the severe dysfunction and pain of our childhood. I was merely
grateful for the long awaited assistance that my mother offered up during the time of
my rehabilitation. The letter does not address any unrealistic ideas of a “happy”™
childhood.

3. My story did not “suddenly change™. As is noted in the letter I sent to my mother
back in February of 2004, which was aforementioned as Attachment # 3. 1 desperately
tried to bring the truth to her attention months before I ever spoke to the GAL. I shared
the details with the GAL prior to talking to Chellee or her family about the

circumstances.
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4. My older children, Kimberley and Anthony were not taken away from me during
their young years due to drugs or alcohol. I did not entertain either of those substances
during their youth. The truth of the matter is that my mother did not approve of my
abusive boyfriend and, armed with photos of my black eyes, convinced my ex-husband
to get custody of the children. [n what was an emergency appearance, the Judge
granted temporary custody to him until another date could be set. Within two weeks,
not several months as David stated, the case was dropped before the next court date.
My ex-husband saw no need or desire to obtain custody of the children. My mother
brought David to Las Vegas, it was her idea as she has this unrealistic opinion that
David has all the answers and 1s the great mediator. His “help” was more of a problem
than a solution. Through Domestic Violence Counseling, I was able to recognize that T
was merely re-creating an environment to which 1 was accustomed and used to due to
my up bringing. All during my childhood, my mother’s husbands and boyfriends were
very abusive to her and the police were at our home on a regular basis. Fortunately, I
was able to break the cycle of battering in my life after that relationship.

5. The plane crash: The only reason David, and other family members were at the
hospital so quickly after the crash, was that they had been gathered for the funeral of
Howard Beaton, David’s father. That was the reason I was traveling from Denver to
Portland. David was not at the hospital because we were “close™. As for the “20 Year

Reunion” of the planc crash, it happed to be on the day before my daughter and
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grandsons were due to arrive from England. That is why 1 did not attend the
“Reunion”. I did not tell my mother “I could not deal with it”. Another example of
David’s fabrication and distortation of the truth.

6. My mother did not “talk me into™ secing a counselor a few years afier the plane
crash. I went to one in Denver, willingly, where we were living, imnediately after the
plane crash and my counselor did not discuss anything, at any time with my mother. [
would’ve had to give authority for such a conversation to occur. More fabrication,

more lies, more distortion.

Dawvid would like for the court and others to view me as a consistent, ongoing
dysfunctional drug addict and alcoholic with severe mental disorders. The truth is. T was,
and still am, a very devoted, involved mother and wife. While my two older children were
growing up, we basically lived a “normal” life stvle much of the time in Las Vegas before
moving to Washington. I worked in a grocery store, moved up to managing apartments
and then succceded in a real estate career prior to returning to my current position as a
domestic engineer.

While my two older children were growing. I was very attentive at their school
functions, in PTA, as a driver for field trips, teacher helper, and team mom for sports just
to name a few of the many areas I was involved in their development. My mother only

cared for them on occasion; she was not a primary_care giver, ever, for my children. it was
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I and my husband that cared for the children. While we were living in Las Vegas, she
would accompany them up to Washington to visit with their Aunt Cheryl each summer.
They had access to employee flight passes through their father as he was employed at
United Air Lines. 1 personally, never directly released them to the care of David.

I gave very intricate details to Sierra’s GAL in 2004 regarding the lifestyle in which we
were raised. It was terribly dysfunctional and destroying. The effects of which have been
long reaching and hard healing. Mental illaess, depression, substance abuse, suicide
attempts and/or threats have been, and still are, on going in this family. My mother herself
suffers from depression for which she has been prescribed medication. My 35-year-old
nephew, Jason Beaton, was recently in the hospital for a suicide attempt, which he
attempted at the time we were preparing for a memorial service for my 4-year-old
grandson that had just passed. Jason is the grandson my mother took custody of in his early
adolescent and she is directly responsible for his continued upbringing. In his adult years,
he has had a few income producing jobs, but ultimately, he, David and my brother Robert,
all live off my mother and the proceeds she has acquired through her abundant marriages.
Both Jason and his father, Robert Beaton, are still very afflicted with substance abuse and
depression disorders and both should be in long-term treatment centers. It is very sad for
the rest of our family to stand by and watch our mother continue to enable them and ignore
their itlness. David’s description of Robert’s (Bob’s) employment status is sadly distorted.

He is by no means “semi-retired”. Living in Las Vegas, ves, David was correct about that,
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but at his mother’s house and off his mother’s money.

David himself would not be able to afford all the time he spends with Sierra and her

activities if he were to support himself and not depend on his mother for sole financial

support. [ imagine the picture would be painted much differently if Chellee could afford to

stay home with her daughter.

In closing, the declaration of Becky Casey (Attachment #7), which David submitted

alarms me. David’s insistent involvement and over exaggerated interaction with children

13 obsessive and should be viewed with concern, not praise. Perhaps David was never on

the sidelines interacting with the other adults, because he doesn’t know how. He does not,

and will not set boundaries for Sierra; this too 1s cause for further concern.

1 declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the
forging is true and correct.

. Signed at Columbia. South Carolina on the 26" Day of November 2006.

; AeNs Signature

* Gawllen Carson
-238'Fox Meadow Lane
Hopkms -SC 29061
803/783 3569
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